
KC Region Employs Veterans 
  
  VECI Pilot City Moves to Enhance Workforce

With approximately 156,000 Veterans living in the region, Kansas City was 
selected by the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs to be one of 25 pilot cities 
to launch the Veterans Economic Community Initiative (VECI) in 2015.

Every year approximately 200,000 service members 
transition out of the U.S. Armed Forces. Veterans 
have a proven record of performance and are ready 
to serve in new civilian jobs where there is a need for 
leadership, team-building, organizational commitment 
and advanced technical training. The community that 
targets these determined men and women globally 
will grow a skilled workforce at significant speed. 

KC is actively engaged in attracting this experienced pool of potential 
employees. VECI is free to employers and has proved lucrative for businesses 
to tap into IT, logistics and several more sectors of Veteran talent available 
today. A recent KC success, TriWest Healthcare Alliance, created 500  
new jobs within a contact and administrative center with a heavy emphasis  
on hiring Veterans.

Additionally, KC has been named as one of four national “Learning Hubs”  
for this program along with Chicago, Denver and New York City. The Learning 
Hubs make it easier to use the GI Bill in creative ways, including paying a 
portion of a new hire’s salary as part of an internship, benefiting the employer 
and employee. Contact Christopher Shove at christopher.shove@va.gov  
for more information.  |  Vets.gov/veterans-employment-center

National  3PL Opens Operation 
in Kansas City 

  Commonwealth invests $3.5 Million
Commonwealth, Inc., a full-service third party logistics (3PL) company 
specializing in public warehousing and contract warehousing solutions, 
announced it will open a new operation in the KC region, investing $3.5 million  
in a 101,567-sq.-ft. facility. 
 

“When the opportunity arose to come to  
Kansas City, I immediately jumped on it.  
Kansas City has always had a strong logistics 
sector and I was eager to be a part of it. 
After touring the area I am very encouraged 
by the growth potential I see in Kansas City,” 
said Brent Collins, president and CEO of 
Commonwealth, Inc. 

Commonwealth’s new facility will be located in the Three Trails Industrial Park at 
71 Highway and 87th St. in Kansas City, Missouri. The new Kansas City location 
will take the company to more than 1.1 million sq. ft. of managed commercial 
space nationwide, with future on-site growth possible.

“The location of Kansas City in the center of the nation, with several interstate 
highways and multiple railroad lines, continues to attract enterprising companies 
in the business of moving goods efficiently.” said Kansas City, Missouri Mayor  
Sly James. “We welcome Commonwealth, Inc. to the crossroads of America and 
wish the firm continued growth and success.”  |  CommonwealthInc.com

KCADC was proud to partner with the following organizations to successfully 
attract Commonwealth, Inc. to the KC region: The Economic Development 
Corporation of Kansas City, Missouri; City of Kansas City,  
Missouri; Jackson County, Missouri; State of Missouri; Missouri 
Partnership; NorthPoint Development; Cushman & Wakefield;  
KCP&L and KC SmartPort.
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Menard’s Division Expands 
Creates 100 Jobs in KC Region

Midwest Manufacturing, a division of Menard, Inc., is the first company to 
locate in Lawrence VenturePark in Lawrence, Kansas. The company will create 
100 jobs and invest $25 million in this 90 acre project site.  
 

“This is the perfect opportunity to bring 
manufacturing jobs back to Lawrence,” said 
Brady Pollington, vice-president of the EDC  
of Lawrence and Douglas County. “Menard, 
Inc. is a truly professional company that will 
continue to expand. While it’s still early in 
the process, we are excited the company is 
looking to our community for the site of its 
next industrial campus.”

Menard, Inc. is a family-owned home improvement retail company headquartered 
in Eau Claire, Wisconsin. It manufactures various building materials to support its 
retail store network and industrial campuses throughout the Midwest under its 
Midwest Manufacturing division. Midwest Manufacturing operations in Lawrence 
VenturePark include truss, concrete block, countertop, steel siding and roofing, 
and door manufacturing.  |  MidwestManufacturing.com
 
KCADC was proud to assist the EDC of Lawrence and Douglas County in working 
with the following partners to bring Midwest Manufacturing to the KC region:  
City of Lawrence, Kansas; Douglas County, Kansas; Kansas Department 
of Commerce; State of Kansas; Westar Energy, Inc. and KC SmartPort. 
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Apparel Distribution Center 
Locates in Olathe 

  
S&S Activewear creates 200 jobs

S&S Activewear, a national promotional apparel wholesaler, announced that it 
will locate a new distribution center in Olathe, Kansas, creating 200 jobs in the  
KC region. 

“The additional Midwest warehouse puts us over 
1.5 million sq. ft. of inventory [nationally], with a 
big portion of that inventory in the most accessible 
region of the country. It will give our customers 
a larger overnight delivery area with later cut-off 
times,” said Margaret Crow, director of marketing 
at S&S Activewear. “It will also have a positive 

impact on our service level in Bolingbrook [Illinois] by shifting some of that volume 
to Kansas City. We’re always working to improve our shipping speed and accuracy 
and this is an important step in that direction.”

S&S Activewear will occupy a 473,000-sq.-ft. shipping and receiving facility at 
I-35 Logistics Park. This new location will expand the company’s one-day ground 
shipping transit area to include Kansas, Missouri, Oklahoma, North Texas and  
part of Colorado.  

“We are pleased that S&S Activewear has chosen Olathe as the site of its Midwest 
distribution center.” said Olathe, Kansas Mayor Mike Copeland. “This adds to what 
has been our best year ever in terms of economic development, and reaffirms 
that our community is a wonderful place to do business.”  |  SSActivewear.com 

KCADC was proud to partner with the following organizations to successfully 
attract S&S Activewear to the KC region: Olathe Chamber of Commerce/
Economic Development Council; City of Olathe, Kansas; Kessinger/
Hunter & Co., LC; Kansas Department of Commerce; Johnson County 
Community College; IMKO Workforce Solutions; QPS Employment Group; 
Kansas Workforce Partnership, KCP&L and KC SmartPort. 
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The Kauffman Center for the Performing Arts in Kansas City, Missouri. Photo by Kim Golding.



Chute – powered by KCnext – passed two important 
milestones in January. After launching in Sept. 2015,  
the technology jobs and industry marketing platform 
now has 500+ candidates registered and more than 
7,500+ page views. 

Chute is an online tool to help any Kansas City employer 
source technology talent from outside the KC market. 
Nearly 100 companies have created profiles with images, 
text and social media feeds to give job-seekers a peek 
inside the walls of KC’s most innovative workplaces.

Also in January, KCnext launched the mobile version of 
chuteKC.com. This allows users to browse company 
profiles and job postings on any mobile device. 

Visit chuteKC.com to learn more.  |  KCnext.com

Pinnacle Corporate Centre V  
Leawood, Kansas 
Pinnacle Corporate Centre V, a Class A, 67,500-sq.-ft.,  
three story office building, features 22,000 available sq. 
ft., and offers a prime location in Leawood, Kansas, on 
114th Street and Tomahawk Creek Parkway. This new office 
building offers quick interstate access, nearby retail and 
dining amenities, and ample parking in a gorgeous, wooded 
setting, complete with walking and fitness trails.

Contact Max Wasserstrom with Block Real Estate at 
913.412.8428 or mwasserstrom@blockllc.com.  
BlockLLC.com  
 

Lake City Business Center
Independence, Missouri
Lake City Business Center industrial park is a 3,965-
acre multi-tenant industrial development with more than 
3,285,650 sq. ft. under roof. More than 19 buildings, with 
a combined 560,118 sq. ft., are designated for commercial 
use. The park is located five miles north of I-70 just east  
of Independence on Missouri Highway 7 at the Lake City 
Army Ammunition Plant.

Contact Jack Figg with Orbital ATK, Inc. at 816.796.5244 
or jack.figg@orbitalatk.com. | LCAAP.com 

Ratings & Rankings

The Kansas City Area
Development Council works
to attract business, industry
and talent to the 18-county,
two state Kansas City metro  
of two million people.

For confidential and  
professional assistance, 
please contact our Business 
Development Team at

ThinkKC, OneKC, KC Animal Health Corridor, 
KC SmartPort, KCnext, and America’s 
Creative Crossroads are registered trademarks 
held by the Kansas City Area Development Council. 2016

New innovations and technologies are creating change, 
opportunities and challenges. This is specifically 
true in supply chains where innovations like wearable 
technologies, drones, the Internet of Things, 3D printing 
and more are disrupting the norm. KC SmartPort will 
host its fifth annual industry briefing, Disrupt - 
The Supply Chain, with a keynote presentation from 
Microsoft spotlighting innovations that are impacting 
the supply chain and the KC market. Disrupt will be held 
at the Kansas City Convention Center on April 6 and is 
expected to draw more than 500 logistics, economic 
development and supply chain professionals. 

For more information, contact Morgan Bell at  
bell@kcsmartport.com. 

KC SmartPort Year in Review
Through its business attraction partnership with the 
Kansas City Area Development Council and regional 
economic development organizations, KC SmartPort 
successfully attracted 12 freight-based projects  
to the Kansas City area in 2015. Companies including 
Really Good Stuff, Kubota, Excel Industries,  
US Farathane, Jet.com, S&S Activewear and  
others pledged to create more than 1,300 new jobs  
in the KC region and occupy 2.3 million sq. ft. over  
the next several years.  |  KCSmartPort.com

update

Miami County, Kansas
     Community Profile

Just 30 minutes south of Kansas City, Miami County, 
Kansas, offers a large base of manufacturing employers. 
Taylor Forge Engineered Systems, Reliance Labels and 
Doherty Steel are locally-owned employers who have 
undertaken recent expansions. A part of the Greater 
Kansas City Foreign Trade Zone, the county is less than two miles south of the intermodal park Logistics Park Kansas City,  
and within 30 miles of Centerpoint–KCS Intermodal Center.  Two divided, four-lane highways, US 169 and US 69, connect the 
county to the metro area. This historic county has many lakes, wineries and a cider mill. 

For more information, contact Janet McRae at jmcrae@miamicountyks.org. | ThinkMiamiCounty.com

USA TODAY  DEC. 2015
The Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art in Kansas City 
ranked No. 1 on USA Today’s list of the Top 20 Museums 
in the USA.

AMERICAN PLANNING ASSOCIATION OCT. 2015
Kansas City’s Crossroads Arts District was named  
as one of the 15 Greatest Places in America based  
on community involvement and historical interest.  

SMARTASSET.COM SEPT. 2015
Kansas City was named the No. 2 Best City in America  
for Women in Technology.

BUZZFEED SEPT. 2015
Kansas City is included in the top 15 cities  
“All Thirtysomethings Should Pick Up and Move To”.

update
In the fall of 2015, the KC Animal Health Corridor 
unveiled two new workforce development tools, 
Manufacturing Technician Level 1 Certification 
(MT1) and ExploreKCCareers.com. 

The MT1 is a three year certification which 
demonstrates that an individual meets a certain level of 
basic skills required for manufacturing and production. 
Training is currently being delivered in the KC region and 
candidates with the MT1 certification will be preferred 
when applying for a position with Corridor companies. 

ExploreKCCareers.com is a brand new online tool 
that helps raise the profile of the KC Region as a 
location of choice to live and work. This tool is designed 
to inform individuals on the educational assets and 
career opportunities within the KC region.
KCAnimalHealth.com

Available Real Estate

ExploreKCCareers.com  |  KCAnimalHealth.com

Assess Your Skills

Budget Your Lifestyle

Find Your Future

T H E  S U P P LY - C H A I N
KC SMARTPORT           2016  ANNUAL INDUSTRY BRIEFING

$5,000  /  MARQUEE SPONSOR (Limited Availability)
• 2 seats at VIP table
• Table of 10 with most prominent seating adjacent to stage
• Logo recognition on table signage
• Verbal podium recognition during event
• Presentation loop recognition of logo scrolling pre and post event show 
• Logo on formal invitations and all email communication
• Logo displayed prominently on event signage and program 
• Logo posted on www.kcsmartport.com website promoting event
• Attendee contact information
• 12 complimentary parking pass vouchers

$2,500  /  SIGNATURE Sponsor 
• Table of 10 with priority seating
• Logo recognition on table signage
• Presentation loop recognition of logo scrolling pre and post event show
• Logo displayed on event signage and program
• Logo posted on www.kcsmartport.com website promoting event
• Attendee contact information 
• 10 complimentary parking pass vouchers

$1,500  /  EVENT Sponsor  
• Table of 10 with preferred seating 
• Company name recognition on table signage
• Logo displayed on program
• Logo posted on www.kcsmartport.com website promoting event
• Attendee contact information

Morgan Bell  /  Manager, Business Development  /  816-374-5640 /  bell@KCSmartPort.com

For more information, please contact:

SPONSORSHIP O P P O R T U N I T I E S

  WEDNESDAY, APRIL 6, 20167:30am - 9:30am      

G r a n d  B a l l r o o m  /  KC  C o n v e n t i o n  C e n t e r
G R A N D  B A L L R O O M  /  KC  C O N V E N T I O N  C E N T E R

Visit the All-New 
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30 W. PERSHING ROAD, SUITE 200 • KANSAS CITY, MO 64108
816.221.2121 • KCADC@THINKKC.COM

THE TECHNOLOGY COUNCIL  
OF GREATER KANSAS CITY


